CHAPTER XIII
PAGAN PHILOSOPHY AND THE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
L THE FORMATION OF THE CANON
AFTER the execution of Ignatius of Antioch, in the days of
ji\ Trajan1, the Christian Church enjoyed a long period of peace
from persecution by the State. But the 'struggle for existence*
never ends, and the period from about 120 to 190 shews us the
new Society adapting itself to its environment in the Roman
Empire. In the great work of Irenaeus Against Heresies (A.D. 186)
we find a literary expression of the Catholic system, so complete
and successful that the whole history of the Church from Irenaeus
to the Reformation, and even later, may be viewed as a natural
development of it2. Before Irenaeus, on the other hand, new
factors were continually presenting themselves. Some of these the
Church accepted; others it rejected, but in rejecting them the
opinion of the dominant party was profoundly modified. At the
end of the period the Church's face is definitely turned back to the
infallible Past, to the tradition and memory of the days of the first
apostles.
The Christian Church, at the beginning of the period con-
sidered in this chapter, was a somewhat loosely organized collec-
tion of local societies. They were held together mainly by a com-
mon Hope and a Holy Book. The Hope was that their Lord Jesus,
who had been crucified in Judaea and yet had risen again, was
coming very soon from heaven to judge the living and the dead
and to renew the earth, and they believed that their Holy Book
(which was also the Holy Book of the Jews) had foretold this of
their Lord, as well as many details of His career when He lived on
earth. Both these main Articles of Faith were encompassed with
difficulties, both in themselves and as credenda for new converts.
The consideration of the Bible and its place in the Christian
scheme is mainly an affair of ecclesiastical history and develop-
ment, leading to the formation of the Christian Canon of the Old
and the New Testaments, but it is necessary to have some idea of
the trains of thought which led up to this conclusion and to con-
1 See vol xr, p. 292.                  2 See voL xi, p. 253.